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LETTER FROM THE CONFERENCE CHAIR
I’m thrilled to welcome you all to Memphis and to the 2019 Conference for the 
Tennessee Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects! Numerous 
exciting projects have come to life around our soulful city since the conference was 
last on the west end of the state and while they may not stand out in the form of new 
buildings shaping the skyline, they are outstanding in their own right for the way in 
which they were designed and developed. Many of these projects took pieces of the 
Memphis urban fabric that most would have considered unusable, undesirable, or 
unsalvageable and made them invaluable assets.

The City of Memphis seems to have unofficially adopted this spirit of revitalization, reuse, and reinvestment which 
led the conference planning committee to this year’s theme of RE[CLAIM]. Landscape architects are rarely, if ever, 
given a truly blank slate to work with. We use existing landforms, structures, ecological systems, and infrastructure 
that other professions would see as constraints and reclaim them as opportunities to help drive our designs and 
develop creative solutions. In doing so, we often reclaim underutilized pieces of the built environment and create 
comfortable spaces and places for people.

Somewhere along the conference planning journey, the theme evolved into an even larger idea and really 
became about the “RE” prefix. Landscape architects plan RE[SILIENT] communities and help RE[STORE] damaged 
ecologies. We RE[IMAGINE] an under-performing public space and RE[MEMBER] significant events or people 
with monument designs. We assist others that RE[INVEST] in otherwise forgotten neighborhoods and create 
places of RE[TREAT] in a bustling world. And, of course, we all know that landscape architecture is a RE[ITERATIVE] 
profession where the first idea is seldom the best.

I can’t thank the planning committee enough for all of their hard work in pulling this event together. We all 
need to express our appreciation for speakers who have traveled and offered their time and expertise for our 
benefit. Finally, the annual state conference and TNASLA as an organization wouldn’t be what they are without 
our sponsors and vendors. Please make sure to stop by their tables and thank them for their ongoing support of 
TNASLA!

I hope you RE[LISH] your time in the Bluff City and all that it has to offer!

Sincerely,

Owen Harris, PLA

TNASLA President Elect

2019 TNASLA CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE
• Owen Harris
• Michelle Ye
• Kate Horton
• Sam Henry
• Christine Donhardt
• Joni Bailey 

• Isobel Ritch
• Lissa Thompson
• Chet Winstead
• Brandon Doss
• Danielle Griffin
• Mike Hammond



1:00 - 4:00 pm CROSSTOWN CONCOURSE TOUR - 3 PDH Crosstown Concourse

1:00 - 4:00 pm EDGE DISTRICT / MEDICAL DISTRICT WALKING TOUR - 3 PDH High Cotton Brewery

5:00 - 5:30 pm CONFERENCE REGISTRATION Halloran Centre Lobby

5:00 - 6:00 pm WELCOME RECEPTION & SPONSOR EXPO Halloran Centre

6:00 - 8:00 pm DINNER & AWARDS PRESENTATION Halloran Centre Reception Hall

KEYNOTE DINNER - 1 PDH

Re-Imagining the Memphis Riverfront - Carol Coletta Halloran Centre Reception Hall

AWARDS PRESENTATION Halloran Centre Reception Hall

8:30 pm - Until AFTER PARTY Pontotoc Lounge

7:30 - 8:00 am CONFERENCE REGISTRATION Halloran Centre Lobby

8:00 - 8:15 am WELCOME REMARKS Halloran Centre Reception Hall

8:15 - 9:15 am KEYNOTE BREAKFAST - 1 PDH

Designing for Diversity + Diversity in Design - Kona Gray Halloran Centre Reception Hall

9:20 - 10:15 am SESSION ONE - 1 PDH 

Restoring Hope: Supporting Resilient Communities Through Native Plants - 
Mitch Robinson

Halloran Centre Theatre

10:15 - 11:00 am BREAK WITH EXPO SPONSORS Halloran Centre Lobby & 
Lounge

Executive Committee Meeting (open to all TNASLA members) Halloran Centre Reception Hall

11:00 - 11:50 am SESSION TWO - 1 PDH

Completing the Journey - The Wolf River Greenway - Panel Halloran Centre Theatre

12:00 - 1:15 pm KEYNOTE LUNCH - 1 PDH

Where We Stand: A Mission Based Practice in Service to Ecology, Culture, 
and the Civic Realm - Thomas Woltz

Halloran Centre Reception Hall

1:15 - 2:00 pm BREAK WITH EXPO SPONSORS Halloran Centre Lobby & 
Lounge

2:00 - 2:50 pm SESSION THREE - 1 PDH

Improving Mobility in Memphis - Nicholas Oyler Halloran Centre Theatre

2:55 - 3:45 pm SESSION FOUR - 1 PDH

Community Development Corporations - Connecting Economic 
Development & Place - Panel

Halloran Centre Theatre

3:50 - 4:50 pm SESSION FIVE - 1 PDH

Walking West: A Landscape Design Journey Across Tennessee - 
Thomas Woltz

Halloran Centre Theatre

4:50 - 5:00 pm EXPO SPONSOR RAFFLE & CLOSING REMARKS Halloran Centre Theatre

THURSDAY - APRIL 25

ITINERARY

FRIDAY - APRIL 26
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TOUR ONE: Crosstown Concourse 
Part 1 1:00 - 1:50 PM -  Meet with Todd Richardson, 
Co-Director/Founder Crosstown Arts, who will kick off 
the tour. He will share the background and evolution 
of the Crosstown Concourse project. Porsche Stevens, 
Community Relations Coordinator for Crosstown Arts 
will lead a tour of the facilities.

Part 2 2:00 - 2:50 PM - Visit with staff of the Church 
Health Center, key tenant of Crosstown Concourse.  
Learn about CHC’s wellness services, including nutrition 
education, their interest in community gardens, and 
their partnership with Crosstown School.  A tour of 
Church Health Center’s teaching kitchen will follow.

Part 3 3:00 - 4:00 PM - Tour exterior site and learn about original design concept and sustainability goals from 
Tony Pelliciotti, architect with LRK. Wrap up at the new community garden with comment from Ryan Graycheck, 
landscape designer with Big Green (founder Kimball Musk) that provides learning gardens for schools, and from 
Lissa Thompson/ Ritchie Smith. RSA is coordinating the community garden design for Church Health Center.

TOUR ADDRESS:      PRESENTED BY: 
1350 Concourse Avenue
Memphis, TN 38104

TOUR TWO: Edge District / Medical District
Take a walking-tour of the Memphis Medical District 
and receive an update of the in-depth presentation 
about the Memphis Medical District given three years 
ago by Tommy Pacello.  Since then, road diets and agile 
streetscape improvements have painted (literally) the 
Medical District, and the Edge District neighborhood has 
had several new projects break ground that will increase 
living and retail opportunities for the Memphis Medical 
District. 

TOUR MEETING LOCATION:  The Tour will begin in the 
patio parklet in front of High Cotton Brewing Company.
598 Monroe Avenue
Memphis, TN 38103

TRANSPORTATION: 
For attendees staying downtown, consider using Memphis Bike Share or Bird Scooter to get to High Cotton Brewing 
Company. Feel free to stick around and enjoy a local brew after the tour! High Cotton opens the taproom at 4pm.

TOUR LEADER:       
Tommy Pacello
President, Memphis Medical District Collaborative

THURSDAY TOURS (1:00 - 4:00 PM)



5:00 - 8:00 pm :
WELCOME RECEPTION & AWARDS BANQUET 

The Halloran Centre for Performing Arts at the Orpheum is the 
location for the Welcome Reception and the annual Awards Banquet, 
honoring the award winning landscape architecture projects from 
around the state!  

Beginning at 5:00 pm, join us for beverages and social hour, followed 
by a buffet dinner at 6:00 pm.  The Awards Presentation will be from 7:00  - 8:00 pm. The Halloran Centre is also 
the conference location on Friday.
 
ADDRESS:       PRESENTED BY: 
225 South Main Street
Memphis, TN 38103

DINNER KEYNOTE:
Re-Imagining the Memphis Riverfront
Carol Coletta

Carol shares plans for revitalization and activation across 
five connected districts along the Memphis riverfront. She 
will discuss the goals of MRPP and how the partnership has 
been working to engage the full spectrum of the community 
to develop a vision for a riverfront that offers meaningful 
experiences for all residents and visitors. Her presentation 
will amplify why having a great riverfront is critical not only 
for the health and vitality of downtown but also for the civic 
pride and well-being of the community as a whole.

8:30 - UNTIL
AFTER-HOURS PARTY: Pontotoc Lounge 

Socializing and beverages shortly after the Welcome Reception & Awards 
Banquet for an after-hours party at Pontotoc Lounge located on historic 
Main Street Memphis! 

ADDRESS:
314 South Main Street
Memphis, TN 38103
 
PRESENTED BY:  

THURSDAY EVENING EVENTS
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2019 TNASLA STUDENT AWARDS

Honor Award: Tennessee Riverline Community Designation Guide
General Design  - Hank Mary & Wyatt Pless

Along the Tennessee river are a diverse 
group of river communities who are 
passionate about their geographic 
location and the eclectic cultures and 
histories that were molded by the 
river. Our project aims to create an 
infrastructure that facilitates an official 
interaction between the Tennessee 
RiverLine and local governments of towns 
along the Tennessee River. The goal of this 
interaction is to work with them and their 
constituents to form a unique vision that 
activates their riverfront as an asset to the 
community and facilitates connections to it 
for both locals and visiting river users. This 
series of small and large-scale connections 
is instrumental in the aggregation of all 
communities forming a unified RiverLine 
Group encompassing the 652 mile river. 
The Tennessee RiverLine is starting its 
pilot project this summer which includes 
many of the ideas that were formed in our project. 

Honor Award: Tennessee Riverline Compendium
Communications - Daniel Rose & Dustin Toothman

The Tennessee River Line Compendium 
project is about the human influences 
across the Tennessee River Watershed and 
how we can begin to view our environment 
through a new lens. In the 21st century 
we have reached a point where almost 
every environment has been affected by 
the infrastructures and lifestyles of human 
beings. This project begins to not only 
look at those effects, but also speculate 
on how we can begin to not necessarily 
try to reverse the impacts we have had 
on nature but to learn to change the 
ways in which we proceed in the future. 
The speculations that we propose in our 
research speak mostly to the ecology, 
physiography, and anthropogenic factors 
and moments within the Tennessee River 
Watershed. In the future this project wishes to go beyond the boundary of the Tennessee River Watershed to address and 
speculate future anthropogenic effects on ecology at the global level.



Merit Award: Protocologies
General Design  - Alexa Macri & Maggie House
This project investigates the convergence of datascape and landscapes and how that 
manifests in Ocala National Forest. This will be facilitated through retooling protocols 
of decommissioned autonomous robots; pairing two unlikely allies of autonomous 
robots and the pine scrub plant community together as protagonists for the overall 
improvement of this region’s flora and fauna.

Merit Award: Magnetic Attractions
General Design  - Fernando Turpin
Magnet Attractions frames a spatial intervention and a habitat introduction to 
recalibrate the movements and nesting sites for Sandhill cranes. By re-routing 
preexisting military bomb testing activity within the Pine Castle range, this project 
explores the creation of new habitat for the Sandhill cranes.

Merit Award: Land Swap
Analysis & Planning - Bridget Ash
The Tennessee River is burdened by recreation and commercial traffic, animal and 
agricultural waste, rain event runoff and the seasonal release of water from any 
of the nine dams along its length. Land Swap is a unique approach to river edge 
conservation through farmer pairing partnerships by utilizing CRP’s and TDR’s., 
but re-envisioning them to be used in tandem to produce a completely unique 
conservation approach. The result promotes healthier river and edges, reduces 
crop loss due to flooding, and increases in-production farm land.

Merit Award: Amphibious Defense Strategies - Boston
Analysis & Planning  - Natalie McCarthy
Natural disasters are increasing in both intensity and frequency. Two out of 
three top water crests in Boston’s history have happened in the past two 
and a half months By depicting famous Bostonian sites inundated with flood 
waters, Amphibious Defense Strategies seeks to place the issues of flooding, 
permanently lost territories, and the need for a large-scale response into a 
real space in order to generate an active conversation about a possible global 
response to these threats.

Merit Award: Tennessee Riverline User Engagement Model
Communications  - Payton Watson & Chloe Reeves
This project aims to address three main concerns surrounding the Tennessee River Valley: 
awareness; accessibility and transportation. We built a phone application that could be 
used to make users aware of the different opportunities and experiences available along 
the river, catered to their own interests and preferences. To support the application, we 
designed a system that would promote greater levels of accessibility, coupled with a 
robust transportation system that would feed into these access points.
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2019 TNASLA PROFESSIONAL AWARDS

Excellence Award: The Ramble
Analysis & Planning  - WMWA Landscape Architects

The Ramble is a master plan for a 22-
acre district along the Tennessee River 
in the heart of downtown Chattanooga. 
Inspired by the idea of the Promenade 
or “La Rambla”, the project proposes 
a distinct pedestrian corridor between 
several key arts and cultural institutions 
and links to two existing parks, including 
an historic pedestrian bridge. The 
landscape architect led an extensive 
team of consultants to create a unifying 
vision for a rapidly developing area of the 
City, creating inviting pedestrian routes 
and destinations while addressing steep 
slopes, complicated building adjacencies 
and unsafe traffic patterns. The Ramble 
is a successful example of landscape 
architecture based on urban design principles and underscores the value of the profession when addressing complex urban 
environments. The resulting plan established guiding principles for future design and development. Several areas of the 
plan have begun implementation including a memorial and a plaza in association with a new hotel. Since its completion, The 
Ramble has generated more than a million dollars in built projects with four million in planned projects.



Honor Award: Downtown Commons
General Design  - HDLA

Downtown Commons represents the 
culmination of over 10 years of dedicated 
civic contributions from Nashville Civic 
Design Center, Montgomery County 
Government and many visionary 
Clarksville residents.  The project 
embodies a transformative change of 
an abandoned downtown block into a 
vibrant, active and meaningfully design 
public space.  The opening of Downtown 
Commons as a gathering space has led 
to increased economic development 
within Downtown Clarksville, as well as a 
renewed sense of civic pride within the 
city.

Honor Award: Terra House / River House
Residential Design - HDLA

Terra House / River House represent 
the fulfillment of a new urban 
neighborhood in the historic Rolling 
Mill Hill area of Nashville.  These highly 
amenitized yet contextually appropriate 
projects complement each other while 
also excelling as individual projects.   
Connected by a centralized community 
park, these developments provide sense 
of place and pedestrian scale to the 
neighborhood.  Internally, these projects 
contain well-designed courtyards that 
complement their architecture and 
provide myriad programmatic choices 
for their residents.
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Honor Award: Big Creek Resilience
Analysis & Planning - Dalhoff Thomas design studio

As a result of massive flooding in 2010 
and 2011, Shelby County, Tennessee 
received a $60 million grant as one of 
the winners of the 2016 HUD National 
Disaster Resilience Competition. A 
major concern addressed by the grant 
is the flooding of Millington, a city of 
about 10,000 people located north of 
Memphis. Flooding caused Big Creek, 
a tributary to the Mississippi River that 
runs along the south edge of Millington, 
to overflow its banks and breach its 
levees. As a result, areas along the 
creek were inundated under up to 6’ of 
water, including low-income residential 
areas and the City’s biggest employer, 
the Naval Support Activity Mid-South naval base. While the primary goal of the project is to utilize the 1600 acres for flood 
storage, the Landscape Architect was tasked with creating an amenity for the citizens of the City and County that could 
accommodate the hydrological requirements and provide protection, recreational opportunities, ecosystem benefits, and 
generate economic development.

Honor Award: Urban Wilderness Gateway Park Community Event
Communications - PORT and Sanders Pace Architecture

The Urban Wilderness Gateway Park 
project proposes the transformation 
of the entire James White Parkway 
to become the 2.2 mile and 112-acre 
gateway to Knoxville’s Urban Wilderness. 
This spatial and processional experience 
extends and expands on the traditional 
concept of a gateway and connects 
the Urban Wilderness to the heart of 
downtown Knoxville. 

On Saturday, June 2, 2018, the City of 
Knoxville and Urban Wilderness Project 
Team hosted a public exhibition and 
block party at the James White Parkway 
Terminus to share project ideas and 
gather input from the community. 
Visitors were invited to learn about the 
project through visual displays including 
diagrams, drawings, aerial photographs, and a 50’ long matchbox car-scale plan of the project. Most important, party-goers 
had the opportunity (for the first-time ever!) to experience the James White Parkway terminus as a pedestrian and imagine 
the space as a park for people, rather than as a auto-centric dead end.



Merit Award: ONEC1TY Amenities
General Design  - Civil Site Design Group
oneC1TY is a unique development with healthy, sustainable and mindful 
living at the forefront of the design. The experience for employees, 
residents and visitors within the community is carefully crafted by the 
design team providing opportunities for collaboration, creativity, fitness 
and reflection. What was once an underutilized collection of warehouses 
and light industrial buildings is now a thriving, active and walkable 
neighborhood.  

Merit Award: I AM A MAN Plaza
General Design  - Cliff Garten Studio
I AM A MAN Plaza is a landscape sculpture commissioned to honor the 
members of the pivotal 1968 Sanitation Worker’s Strike and the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. A focal point of the Civil Rights Movement, the Strike 
brought Dr. King to Memphis, Tennessee, in support of the Strikers, when he 
was assassinated. At a time when hierarchical and exclusionary monuments 
throughout the south are being removed, I AM A MAN Plaza is an important 
new American Civil Rights Memorial where sculpture, landscape, and texts 
combine to bring together significant Civil Rights histories in the City of 
Memphis. The combination of landscape, text, and sculpture is a meditation 
on America’s struggle and progress with racism and class inequity since the Sanitation Workers and Dr. King took their 
historic stand in Memphis. Through its sculpture and urban landscape contexts, I AM A MAN Plaza engages visitors both 
physically and emotionally.

Merit Award: Farmside Lane at Blackberry Farm
Residential Design - Hedstrom Design
Nestled in the foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains, Blackberry Farm is a 
world-class resort that celebrates Appalachian heritage. Situated within the 
larger estate, a small neighborhood of private mountain homes is located in the 
preserved woodland of towering hemlocks and oaks. Farmside Lane is an idyllic 
landscape that feels largely untouched by the outside world, a sensibility that 
has been painstakingly considered by designers. Design principles coupled with 
respect for the natural environment have led to this unique respite. Preservation 
of natural conditions is paramount, with homes sited to protect heritage trees and landscape features while maximizing 
privacy and framing views. The plant palette emphasizes native species that establish a strong sense of place, and a clean 
design aesthetic provides an understated elegance synonymous with the Blackberry brand. These considerations combine 
to create a place that is in harmony with nature while providing an exceptional experience.

Merit Award: Parkside Planned Development
Analysis & Planning  - Dalhoff Thomas design studio
The private planned development of Parkside is leading the charge against 
urban sprawl in the City of Memphis. Located adjacent to the city’s 4,500-acre 
Shelby Farms Park and the Shelby Farms Greenline, a 10-mile paved urban 
greenway through the city, Parkside has the unique opportunity to be a catalyst 
for transforming the surrounding low-density suburban uses. The creation of a 
master plan for the 59-acre site was led by the landscape architect, collaborating 
with the architect, engineer, developer, and Shelby Farms Park Conservancy. The 
team crafted a collective vision for the development, guided by local and regional planning efforts, calling for a walkable, 
exciting mixed-use destination that complements the park with retail uses and public space. Parkside also responds to a 
market demand for park-adjacent communities, with all the convenient amenities of a thriving urban neighborhood and the 
recreational opportunities of the park and Greenline. As Memphis grows, Parkside will be the model for more urban-living 
infill around the park.
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Merit Award: Urban Wilderness Gateway Park Framework Plan
Analysis & Planning - PORT and Sanders Pace Architecture
In the 1980’s, the Tennessee Department of Transportation halted 
construction of the James White Parkway. The Urban Wilderness Gateway 
Framework Plan outlines a strategy for transforming the underutilized 
highway corridor into primary entrance to Knoxville’s Urban Wilderness, 
one of the most popular and dynamic outdoor recreation destinations in the 
United States. There is no one gateway moment or threshold to pass through 
in this project--instead the entire James White Parkway becomes the 2.2 mile 
and 112-acre gateway to the Urban Wilderness. This spatial and processional 
experience extends and expands on the traditional concept of a gateway 
and connects the Urban Wilderness to the heart of downtown Knoxville. The 
terminus design unites the two worlds of the site - urban and wild – in order to create a strong, distinctive threshold that 
accentuates these differences and celebrates the underpass as a framing device and a place for play. Improvements at the 
Baker Creek Preserve Trailhead create a more open and public entrance to the site’s famous mountain biking trails with a 
large sloped lawn, soft plaza gathering space, picnic pavilion, and parking. The greenway winds through the site and ends at 
the trailhead, completing the connection from the Terminus.

Merit Award: Black Creek Pattern Book
Communications - WMWA Landscape Architects
The Black Creek Patten Book is unique and notable for its pioneering 
presence in the state of Tennessee. Created midway through 
development of Black Creek, the Pattern Book aims to shift the approach 
to development for the neighborhood. The project developed from two 
main desires: to protect the intrinsic beauty and character of the natural 
setting within the Cumberland Plateau as new phases are constructed 
and to better communicate neighborhood covenants that are often 
overlooked during construction. The Pattern Book conveys design ideas 
and lays out requirements and restrictions through narratives, diagrams, 
and precedent images. The Pattern Book facilitates conservation during 
development by defining tools that consider environmental preservation at each step and all scales. The Landscape Architect 
and Architect collaborated to blend the site and house seamlessly and created a representation of the integral unity of good 
design between house and site while making the Book easier for homeowners and builders to use.  The Landscape Architect 
designed and produced the document, wrote all site sections, and formatted house sections from the Architect for inclusion.

2018 TNASLA INITIAL LICENSURE HONOREES

2019 TNASLA LEADERSHIP & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RECOGNITION

• D. Moore Russell
• Owen Harris
• David Hendrickson
• Brandon Doss
• Wyn Miller
• James Moore
• Matt Hamilton

• Emily Ezell
• William Hargrove
• Bengamin Farmer
• Stephanie Livingston
• Nathaniel Dean Hunter
• Jarrod D. Lee

5 YEARS
• Christine Donhardt
• Alisha Eley, PLA
• Rebecca Ratz, PLA

10 YEARS
• Blair Parker, PLA
• Kate Horton, PLA
• Nathan Ridley

15 YEARS
• Larry Mizell



2019 TNASLA OLMSTED AWARD

Mr. Charles F. Newman
Burch, Porter, Johnson, LLC - Attorney

Charles F. Newman is nominated for his leadership in conservation and 
his role in providing access to and protection for the most prominent and 
beloved public landscapes in Memphis and Shelby County.

Mr. Newman has supported goals and values shared by the landscape 
architecture profession through his decades of service aimed at creation 
of and care for key park and open space amenities. He has often worked 
behind the scenes on complex negotiations and legal strategies to secure 
acquisition and access agreements, and protection for notable parks and 
greenways, including: Overton Park, Shelby Farms Greenline, and the 
Harahan Bridge (aka Big River Crossing).

These treasured open space amenities would not be here today without 
his contributions. He has unquestionably done more than any other private 
citizen to establish and protect valuable features of the Memphis landscape 
and make them available for the community to enjoy.

Beginning in the 1970s and through the 1980s, Mr. Newman led the Citizens 
to Preserve Overton Park v. Volpe law case. His dedication and hard work 
led to the successful, precedent-setting Supreme Court decision that saved 
Overton Park from the impact of interstate highway construction and returned the hastily cleared midtown corridor for 
residential redevelopment and community rebuilding in the early 1990s. In later years he provided insight and advice to 
others involved in protecting the historic park designed by George Kessler in 1901 – up to and including the recent Save the 
Greensward initiative.

In the early 2000s, Mr. Newman and his firm helped shape the establishment of the Shelby Farms Park Conservancy. 
He drafted and negotiated conservation easements that restricted uses within Shelby Farms Park and spared it from 
commercial development. Subsequently he was instrumental in the development of the Shelby Farms Greenline. His 
successful negotiations with CSX for acquisition of the abandoned railroad corridor by a privately funded non-profit led to 
creation of Shelby County’s most popular greenway. The Greenline that traverses Memphis from midtown to Shelby Farms 
Park, first opened in 2013, now extends to Cordova. 

More recently, Charles Newman’s involvement made possible the modification of the Harahan Bridge over the Mississippi 
River for pedestrian and bicycle use.  He helped develop strategy and gave counsel to local civic leaders for approaching 
the Union Pacific Railroad to secure an agreement for shared use and for encouraging federal, state, and local officials to 
provide financial support for construction of Big River Crossing and its connecting recreational corridors. The ribbon was cut 
in October 2016 and use has exceeded expectations.

Mr. Newman is a graduate of Yale Law School, member of the Memphis, Tennessee, and American Bar Associations, and 
listed among Best Lawyers in America for over 25 years in areas including Environmental Law. Among his other community 
service, he has been a commissioner of the Memphis Landmarks Commission, and Board Member of the Tennessee Nature 
Conservancy, Wolf River Conservancy, Environmental Action Fund, Memphis College of Art, and the Civil Rights Museum 
Foundation.
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7:30 - 8:00 AM: CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

There is a dedicated registration table available before Friday’s 
educational session. 

8:00 - 8:15 AM:  WELCOME

The Halloran Centre is our host for Friday’s Educational Sessions!

8:15  - 9:15 AM:  KEYNOTE BREAKFAST - 1 PDH

Growing The Profession “ Designing for Diversity + Diversity in Design
Kona Gray, EDSA

Our world is changing dramatically.  Half of the global population lives in rural 
or urban areas, and the demographic makeup of towns and cities is rapidly 
changing.  Traditional models of planning and development have not accounted 
for the needs of all residents.  The presentation will discuss the importance 
of fostering diversity in design towards growing the profession of landscape 
architecture.  Ultimately, as landscape architects, we have a tremendous 
opportunity to shape the environment to benefit everyone.
 
PRESENTED BY: 
 

9:20 - 10:15 AM:  SESSION ONE - 1 PDH

Restoring Hope: Supporting Resilient Communities 
Through Native Plants
Mitch Robinson - Strawberry Plains Audubon Center

Mitch Robinson, Conservation Education Manager, 
will present on the benefits of integrating native plants 
and bird-friendly practices into landscape designs, 
restoration projects and habitat enhancements.   After 
providing a background on the essential role native 
plants play in ecologically functional landscapes, 
he will briefly highlight a variety of projects and 
initiatives that SPAC and Audubon are engaged in both 
locally and nationally that create more bird-friendly communities. These include work ranging from: municipal 
engagement and policy guidelines on best-use practices, educational programming and collaborative planning 
with suburban communities and HOA’s, as well as consultant work with large-scale government restoration and 
resiliency projects.

FRIDAY CONFERENCE SESSIONS INFORMATION 



10:15 - 11:00 AM: BREAK WITH SPONSORS & TNASLA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Visit with our sponsors in the exposition space to meet product representatives and learn about exciting, new 
products! Our sponsors make our annual TNASLA conference possible. 

Concurrently, the TNASLA Executive Committee Meeting is open to TNASLA general membership.  The Executive 
Committee welcomes attendees to provide feedback and recommendations for the TNASLA Chapter. 

11:00 - 11:50 AM: SESSION TWO - 1 PDH

Completing the Journey - The Wolf River Greenway
Bob Wenner, Daniel Ashworth, Warren Goodson, Ritchie 
Smith 

The pieces of a continuous 36-mile-long Wolf River 
Greenway are quickly falling into place, ultimately 
connecting downtown Memphis on the Mississippi River 
to Collierville on the east. Newly completed sections 
offer surprising recreational experiences and scenic 
beauty, accessible to an increasing percentage of the 
community. The panel will discuss benefits, opportunities, 
and challenges of design and implementation of this 
expansive amenity.

PART A
Bob Wenner and Daniel Ashworth will discuss plans for the sections privately funded by the Wolf River Conservancy 
and contracted with Alta to design. 

PART B
Warren Goodson and Ritchie Smith will discuss plans for the publicly funded sections contracted by the City of 
Memphis that fill in the gaps. 

12:00 - 1:15 PM: KEYNOTE LUNCH - 1 PDH

Where We Stand: A Mission Based Practice in Service to Ecology, Culture, 
and the Civil Realm
Thomas Woltz, Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects

Thomas will offer a philosophical perspective on the moral mandate of the 
landscape architecture profession and the sense of duty he believes we are 
called to carry as stewards of fragile ecologies. Landscape architects’ broad 
training, creativity, and insights uniquely qualify us for important roles, 
especially compared to allied design professionals. We have important work to do for the future.

Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, USGS, Intermap, increment P Corp., NRCAN, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri (Thailand), TomTom, MapmyIndia, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
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1:15 - 2:00 PM: BREAK WITH EXPO SPONSORS

Visit with our sponsors in the exposition space to meet product representatives and learn about exciting, new 
products! Our sponsors make our annual TNASLA conference possible.  

 

2:00-2:50 PM: SESSION THREE - 1 PDH

Improving Mobility in Memphis
Nicholas Oyler, City of Memphis

This session will focus on the significant steps the City of 
Memphis has taken in recent years to improve pedestrian 
safety and shared mobility options throughout the city. Nick 
Oyler will guide you through projects such as The Great 
Streets pilot project in downtown, the under construction Hampline that connects neighborhoods to the Shelby 
Farms Greenline, and The Big Jump Project - a national, three-year community development initiative focused 
on increasing mobility. These projects and initiatives strive to improve safety for pedestrians, make Memphis a 
healthier city, and increase the welfare of the forgotten pockets of Memphis. 

2:55-3:45 PM: SESSION FOUR - 1 PDH

Community Development Corporations - Connecting Economic 
Development & Place
Roshun Austin, Seth Harkins, Dane Forlines, moderator Emily 
Trenholm

A great panel discussion with multiple Community Development 
Corporation representatives. Learn more about how hard working 
non-profits and community development corporations are providing 
increased access to opportunity, wealth-building, and holistic 
community development in cities and communities.

3:50-4:50 PM: SESSION FIVE - 1 PDH

Walking West: A Landscape Design Journey Across Tennessee
Thomas Woltz, Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects

Thomas will present NBW projects completed and in progress across the state of Tennessee. He will discuss how 
his philosophical beliefs and commitment to care for the ecological and cultural heritage of each place have 
informed his work. He will take us on a journey, elaborating on the vision and design details of his projects, 
traveling from Knoxville to Nashville to Memphis.
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Carol Coletta 
Memphis River Parks Partnership - President
Kresge Foundation - Senior Fellow

As president and CEO of the Memphis River Parks Partnership, Carol Coletta is leading 
the relaunch of the nonprofit to develop, manage and program six miles of riverfront 
and five park districts along the Mississippi River in Memphis. Carol is on loan from The 
Kresge Foundation where she is a senior fellow in the foundation’s American Cities 
Practice. She leads a $50+ million collaboration of national and local foundations, 
local nonprofits and governments to Reimagine the Civic Commons in five cities. Carol 
previously served as vice president of Community and National Initiatives for the John 
S. and James L. Knight Foundation and as executive director of the Mayors’ Institute on 
City Design.

Kona A. Gray, FASLA, PLA
EDSA - Principal

During his 26-year career, Kona Gray has practiced on a global stage, providing 
inspiration and enhancing professional awareness. His portfolio ranges from large-
scale planning to detailed site design, with emphasis on communities, urban parks, 
hospitality and campus environments. Blending sensitivity and context with creative 
design solutions, Kona unites a client’s vision with his vanguard viewpoint producing 
designs with purpose and presence. Currently, he is designing projects in Florida, 
California, Georgia, Virginia, Arkansas, Puerto Rico, The Bahamas, China, Dubai (UAE), 
Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, and Antigua. A registered Landscape Architect and 
ASLA Fellow, Kona earned a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from the University of 
Georgia. Kona is the newly elected Vice President for Professional Practice on the ASLA 
national Board of Trustees Executive Committee and a Past President of the Landscape 
Architecture Foundation.

Thomas L. Woltz, FASLA, CLARB
Nelson Byrd Woltz - Principal

Over the past two decades of practice, Thomas Woltz has forged a body of work that 
integrates the beauty and function of built forms with an understanding of complex 
biological systems and restoration ecology. In 2011, Thomas was invested into the 
American Society of Landscape Architects Council of Fellows, among the highest 
honors in his profession, and in 2013 he was named Design Innovator of the Year by 
the Wall Street Journal magazine. At present, his firm Nelson Byrd Woltz is entrusted 
with the design of nine major public parks across the United States, Canada, and 
New Zealand, including Hudson Yards in New York City, Memorial Park in Houston, 
and Centennial Park in Nashville. NBW projects create models of biodiversity and 
sustainable agriculture within areas of damaged ecological infrastructure and working 
farmland, yielding thousands of acres of reconstructed wetlands, reforested land, 
native meadows, and flourishing wildlife habitat.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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Tommy Pacello
Memphis Medical District Collaborative - President

Tommy Pacello is an attorney, city planner, and developer. He specializes in innovative 
yet pragmatic approaches to city building. Tommy is the President of the Memphis 
Medical District Collaborative, a community development organization focusing on 
the redevelopment of the Memphis Medical District. The Memphis Medical District is 
a 2.5 square mile area consisting of eight medical, educational, and research anchor 
institutions. The District sits at the eastern edge of Downtown Memphis and is home to 
more than 10,000 residents and 28,000 employees and students. 

Prior to leading the Memphis Medical District Collaborative, Tommy served as a 
member of Innovate Memphis. This non-profit, funded by Bloomberg Philanthropies, 
is charged with developing strategies to address the city’s most pressing challenges. 
Innovate Memphis focused on generating economic vitality in core city neighborhoods, 
reducing youth gun violence, reducing the number of blighted and vacant properties, 
and improving transportation and mobility options for city residents.

Mitchell Robinson
Strawberry Plains Audubon Center - Conservation Education Manager

Mitchell Robinson graduated from the University of the South, Sewanee, in 2007 
with a B.S. in Natural Resources and the Environment, and has been the Conservation 
Education Manager at Strawberry Plains Audubon Center in Holly Springs, MS since 
2014. Previously, he served for five years as the Education Coordinator, Land Manager 
and Interim Director at Wild Basin Wilderness Preserve in Austin, Texas. Within 
these capacities, he helped develop and implement active land management plans 
for endangered species within the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve System, including 
Golden-cheeked Warblers and Black-capped Vireos. 

His expertise includes endangered, threatened and invasive species management; 
inter-agency and non-profit collaborations; research design; private lands consultation; 
and naturalist education. In and outside of his work, he actively seeks to bridge the 
gap between humans and the natural world, illuminating our interactions and helping 
others define a sense of place. Mitch spoke at the inaugural TEDxUM event at Ole 
Miss in 2015, with a talk titled “Being A Conservationist in Mississippi: Diversity and 
Biodiversity.” In 2017, he spoke at the Birmingham Botanic Garden’s Native Plant 
Conference, and the Crosby Arboretum’s Piney Woods Heritage Festival, with a talk 
titled, “A Towering Ghost: the Cultural Legacy of Longleaf Pine in the Deep South.”



Todd Richardson
Crosstown Concourse

Todd Richardson is Co-Leader of Crosstown Concourse. Since 2010, he has helped 
to lead the effort to transform the historic, 1.5 million-square-foot Sears Crosstown 
building into a vertical urban village anchored in arts, education and healthcare. The 
project recently received an Innovation Award from Memphis Business Journal and the 
2015 John S. Wilder Rebuild Tennessee Award. An art historian by training, Richardson 
is an associate professor of European Renaissance Art at the University of Memphis 
and co-founder of Crosstown Arts. He has lectured and published internationally on 
topics ranging from art and architecture to religion and politics.

Tony Pellicciotti, AIA, CDT, LEED AP
LRK, Inc. - Principal

Tony focuses on creative problem solving for a broad range of project types. His flexibility 
has led to diverse roles ranging from owner’s representation, project management, 
LEED services, and Department of Interiors Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit consulting. 
Representative projects include FedEx’s World Headquarters expansion, Independent 
Bank, CA2, Gables Park Plaza, and Toyota Center. Tony is active in mission work, leading 
numerous Katrina rebuilding teams, and is an adjunct member of the University of 
Memphis faculty.

Bob Wenner
Wolf River Conservancy - Director of Real Estate / Greenway Project Manager

Bob Wenner is Director of Real Estate and Greenway Project Manager for the Wolf 
River Conservancy. He has also served as the Chief Financial Officer and Director of 
Lands. Bob joined the Wolf River Conservancy in 2011 to lead the Wolf River Greenway 
trail project, a $62 million public/private partnership with the City of Memphis and 
Shelby County. He was named small nonprofit CFO of the year by MBJ in 2016. Bob 
holds a Texas CPA license and a Tennessee real estate license. He received an MBA 
in accounting from Louisiana Tech University and a BS in Management from Harding 
University.

  
Daniel Ashworth, Jr., PLA, AICP
Alta Planning + Design - Senior Design Associate

Daniel Ashworth, Jr. is a Senior Design Associate and Memphis Office Manager at Alta 
Planning + Design. He holds an MLA from the University of Pennsylvania and a BLA from 
Mississippi State University. He is a certified planner and licensed landscape architect 
in five states including Tennessee. Daniel’s 15 years of professional experience includes 
comprehensive and master planning, site design, urban design, planting design, 
construction documents, and construction administration. His Wolf River Greenway 
focus has been Phase 9 at Epping Way and Phase 11 at Kennedy Park. 
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J. Ritchie Smith, ASLA, RLA
Ritchie Smith Associates - Principal

Ritchie Smith is Principal of Ritchie Smith Associates. He opened his office in 1983 after 
returning to Memphis to work with Garrett Eckbo on the master plan for Agricenter. He 
holds an MLA from the Harvard University Graduate School of Design and a BSLA from 
the University of Virginia. He is licensed in seven states including Tennessee. Among 
his firm’s award-winning greenway projects are: Mississippi Riverbluff Walkway, Shelby 
Farms Greenline, and Big River Crossing and West Plaza. He is the landscape architect for 
Wolf River Greenway Phase 15 and the Chelsea Greenline connector.

Warren T. Goodson, PE
W.H. Porter Consultants, PLLC - Transportation Engineer & Project Manager

Warren Goodson is a Transportation Engineer and Project Manager with W. H. Porter 
Consultants in Memphis where he has practiced for 17 years. He earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Civil Engineering (BSCE) from the University of Mississippi. During his senior year 
at Ole Miss, he interned at Engineering Consultants, Inc. in Oxford, MS. After graduation 
he worked for Elliott & Britt Engineering, PA in Oxford. He is a licensed civil engineer 
in Tennessee and Mississippi. Warren is managing the Wolf River Greenway Phase 15 
project that starts at North 2nd Street and runs eastward across north Memphis.

Nick Oyler
City of Memphis - Bikeways & Pedestrian Program Manager

Passionate about cities in general and his hometown of Memphis in particular, Nicholas 
left home for a number of years in search of lessons on the topic of great cities. This 
pursuit of knowledge and experience rewarded him with a Master of Urban Planning 
degree from Texas A&M University, four years of life and employment in Germany at the 
Federal Ministry of Transportation, the Rhine-Ruhr Transit Association, and the Catholic 
University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, and one year as a Robert Bosch Foundation Fellow 
engaged in advancing sustainable transportation. Having returned home, he assumed 
the role of Bikeway and Pedestrian Program Manager with the City of Memphis in 2016, 
and with it the responsibility to improve the local conditions for walking and bicycling. 

Seth Harkins
Alcy Ball CDC - Director

From 2012-2016, Seth Harkins taught students in Whitehaven, Oakhaven, and Orange 
Mound through the Memphis Teacher Residency. Seth is passionate about seeing others 
increase their potential through learning. At Alcy Ball Development Corporation and as 
a resident in Alcy Ball, he uses that passion to connect families to new employment, 
housing, and financial opportunities.



Roshun Austin
The Works - President/CEO

The Works, Inc. is the sponsor of an elementary charter school; runs a farmers’ market 
and green grocer; provides nutrition education; operates a mortgage loan fund; and 
does work around the comprehensive needs of children and families.

Ms. Austin is an outspoken and tireless advocate for the underserved in Memphis 
neighborhoods. She has spent her entire career developing hundreds of units of 
affordable housing; helping thousands of homeowners avoid foreclosure; eliminating 
blighted conditions; advocating policy change for equitable practices.

She earned her M.A. in Urban Anthropology at the University of Memphis and her 
undergraduate degree at Middlebury College. She is the Treasurer of the Memphis 
Fourth Estate (The Daily Memphian). She is also a member of the Board of Directors 
of Explore Bike Share; Neighborhood Preservation, Inc; BLDG Memphis; Christian 
Community Foundation; Blight Authority of Memphis and Methodist Healthcare 
Foundation. She serves on the management committee of the Urban Land Institute 
Memphis Chapter.

Dane Forlines
The Heights CDC - Director

Dane Forlines has been involved in community development for nearly 20 years, both 
domestically and internationally as a consultant and in the non-profit sector.  Dane 
has a degree in civil engineering from Vanderbilt University and a Master’s degree in 
city and regional planning from the University of Memphis. He is currently an affiliate 
broker with Crye-Leike and is director of special projects for the Heights Community 
Development Corporation. He lives in the Highland Heights neighborhood in Memphis 
with his wife, Michelle, and their 3 children.  

Emily Trenholm
HighGround News - Publisher & Community Engagement Manager

Emily joined High Ground in May 2017 to support the On The Ground editorial team 
through stakeholder outreach, community events and other engagement strategies. 
She was previously the Executive Director for the Community Development Council 
of Greater Memphis, including Livable Memphis, which supports the revitalization of 
neighborhoods through capacity building, community education, civic engagement, and 
public policy-making and advocacy. Emily has a passion for Memphis neighborhoods 
and the people working to make them great.



25



CORPORATE & CONFERENCE TITLE SPONSOR

PLATINUM CORPORATE SPONSORS

GOLD CORPORATE SPONSORS
TOUR SPONSOR EDUCATIONAL SESSION SPONSOR

LANYARD SPONSOR

FRIEND SPONSORS

PRINTING SPONSORS

DINNER & AWARDS BANQUET SPONSOR AFTER-PARTY SPONSOR

BREAKFAST SPONSOR

urban planning
landscape architecture
parks + recreation

MEMPHIS
OXFORD



27

SILVER CORPORATE SPONSORS

CONFERENCE SPONSORS



Conference Program Printing Provided By:


